
 

 

 



 

 

Tour Leader: Colonel Robert Kershaw joined the 
Parachute Regiment in 1973 and was the com-
manding Officer of 10 PARA (10th Parachute 
Battalion (Volunteers.) He attended the German 
Staff College, the Fuhrungsakedemie, and served 
alongside the Bundeswehr. An established histori-
an, he has published twelve books, written many 
articles in the national press and featured in nu-
merous TV documentaries. Colonel Kershaw is an 
experienced paratrooper, who has also served with 
German airborne forces. He wrote “Sky Men” the 
history of airborne forces and has extensively 
walked the ground. 

 

Tour Introduction: 
Operation Mercury is the fascinating story of a high risk operation fought across a stunning 
Mediterranean landscape. Crete has to be one of the most beautiful Greek islands, and some 
would argue that there is no other place like it. To the modern mind it is known primarily as a 
beach holiday destination, however the landscape is wonderfully varied. From beaches and bays, 
to green coastal plains, imposing mountains and gorges, sleepy hillside villages to bustling, vi-
brant towns. Not to mention the warm, friendly, hospitable locals, a rich ancient and modern his-
tory and culture. MHT is happy to work with the extremely well respected The Cultural Experi-
ence to provide our clients a chance to participate in this tour as we follow the landings and hard 
fought actions along the dramatic coast lines, the towns of Chania, Rethymnon and Iraklion, the 
White Mountains and down to the crystal clear waters of Sfakia. 



 

 

Background: 
Operation Mercury 
was the first and only 
time in history that a 
strategic objective 
has been taken by air-
borne forces alone. 
Despite being fore-
warned by 'Ultra' 
Luftwaffe intelligence decrypts that an attack 
was pending, General Freyberg's Common-
wealth mix of British, Australian and New Zea-
land forces, recently evacuated from Greece, 
was overrun by Hitler's elite Fallschirmjaeger 
(Parachute) regiments. The tour will examine 
how successive waves of German parachute, 
glider and air-landed mountain troops managed 
to seize the island, vastly outnumbered and in 
the face of crippling losses. 
 

Daily Itinerary 
 

9 Oct Day 1 - Depart on your overnight flight to 

Chania, Crete. 

10 Oct Day 2 - Arrive at Chania. Check in to our ho-

tel for four nights. 

11 Oct Day 3 - Maleme Airfield, Prison Valley and 

Galatas 

We drive to Maleme and visit the German Assault Reg-

iment gliding and parachute landing areas around the 

Tavronitis Bridge and the RAF Memorial. After climb-

ing up Point 107, the vital high ground, we examine the 

costly German glider and parachute landings and the 

subsequent air landings under fire by the Mountain 

Troops to take the airfield, before visiting the German 

cemetery. The landings and attacks in Prison Valley 

and Galatas by the German Gruppe Mitte and the Com-

monwealth defense is covered from the Oassi Cretan 

Memorial, Lake Agia and Cemetery Hill. We visit the 

Allikanou Citizen Memorial to 108 villagers executed 

during German reprisals, as well as Galatas village and 

museum. 

12 Oct Day 4 - Chania and Souda Bay 

The fighting around Chania and Souda Bay is covered 

with visits to the German Assault Regiment Memorial, 

42nd Street and the Commonwealth War Memorial 

Cemetery. At the Venizelos Memorial we discuss Gen-

eral Freyberg's command on the Island against the Ger-

man General Student, based in Athens. The afternoon is 

free to explore Chania or relax at your hotel. 

13 Oct Day 5 - The Allied Retreat and Evacuation 

We drive the Allied retreat over the White Mountains 

to Chora Sfakia via the withdrawal route through 

Megali Horofia, Apterra Stilos, Neo Horia, Vrysses and 

Askifou. There is an optional walk through the Imbrou 

Tour Price:              $ 3,095* 
BODO- Based on Double Occupancy 

Single Supplement:                  $    325*
          

Tour Price Includes: 
• Four Star Hotel Accommodations 

• Air-conditioned deluxe motorcoach 

• Meals as indicated in itinerary (Breakfast Buffet & 
3-course dinners with drinks every evening 

• Historical Trip information packet, containing 
 maps and other tour information 

• Admission fees to all sites, museums and 
 special attractions listed 

• Services of experienced Tour Directors and  
English-speaking local guide 

 

Optional MHT Round-trip economy  airfare from 
your hometown airport  to Crete available upon 
request (price subject to confirmation at time of 
booking.) Business class is also available. * - 
Based on the Pound (£) conversion rate. 

Souda Bay, Crete 
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Gorge to the memorial which marks the evacuation 

point (weather permitting). 

14 Oct Day 6 –The Battle for Rethymnon 

We check out of our hotel and travel to Rethymnon via 

Frangokastello and the monastery of Prevalli. Near 

Stavromenos we discuss the 19 Australian Brigade’s 

fight to repel the 

landings from 

German Gruppe 

Mitte. After-

wards we drive 

on to Heraklion 

and check in to 

our hotel for two 

nights. 

15 Oct Day 7 – 

The Battle for 

Heraklion 

We visit the His-

torical Museum 

of Crete and ex-

plore the 

fighting around the Heraklion area. During 

the afternoon we will visit the Minoan 

Palace at Knossos and explore some of old 

Heraklion. We will also learn the story of 

the Kidnap of Heinrich Kreipe, a story 

which was made in to the film Ill Met by 

Moonlight (1957.) 

16 Oct Day 8 – Return. Depart Herakli-

on to USA. 

Don’t Get Hung Up, Make 
 the Jump to Crete in 2021! 


